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FIRST EVER SBA MATCHMAKING EVENT
TO BRING TOGETHER SMALL BUSINESSES AND
PROCUREMENT OFFICERS

Contracting Opportunities for Small Businesses Estimated at More
Than $150 Million

WASHINGTON —The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigtration will conduct itsfirst ever
Procurement Matchmaking event on May 10 in Washington, DC.  The Matchmaking event will dlow
smd|l business owners seeking contracting opportunities to market their services directly to federa
agencies and private industry firms looking for specific products and services.

Conference organizers estimate that up to $150 million in small business contracts with federa
agencies and prime contractors will result from the nearly 1,000 meetings to be scheduled.

The event, which will be hosted by SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto and sponsored by
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, will take place during the business exposition at the 35" Annud
Industry/SBA Procurement Conference on May 10™ from 9:00 am. to noon and from 1:30 p.m. to 4
p.m.

“Thefirst-ever SBA Matchmaking event allows quality one-to-oneinter action between
sellersand buyers,” sad SBA Administrator Barreto.

“This conference will not only providetraining on how to do businesswith the
government, but it will also deliver real opportunitiesfor small business ownersto learn about
contracting opportunitiesthat will be readily available within the next 6 to 12 months. We
intend to build upon the success of this conference and conduct similar eventsin other regions
of the country,” continued Barreto.

The Matchmaking Fair is afirg-of-its-kind event for the SBA. The Matchmaking Fair will:

link buyerswith small businesses having experience and capacity to ddiver needed goods
and services of agencies and prime contractors;

match small businesses to federa agencies and private industry buyers;

give smdl businesses an opportunity to make prime contractors and federal agencies aware

of their capabilities,
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facilitate small business access to contracts;
build a pipdine of future contracting opportunities, and
help agencies and prime contractors achieve procurement gods.

There will be time and space for 1,000 matchmaking interviews during the business expostion.
Small businesses will have a dedicated 10-minute period to meet one-on-one with government and
private industry buyers with whom they have been pre-qualified to meet. Company representatives
should bring information on their company profile, capability statements and other marketing materias
that will support their case for contracting business. Procurement officers from federa agencies and
prime contractors will be equipped with information about the products and services they are seeking.

The participating buyers represent over $19 hillion in contracting power for their respective
agencies and prime contractors. They include representatives of the Department of Defense, the
Generd Services Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Adminigtration, Raytheon,
Boeing, Lockheed Martin and TRW.

Among the products and services in which they are especidly interested are fecilities
management, engineering services, management consulting and scientific and I'T equipment, supplies and
services.

The 35th Annua Industry/SBA Procurement Conference includes award ceremonies,
networking, training and procurement opportunities. The conference officidly runs May 8-10, during
National Smal Business Week at the Renaissance Washington DC Hotel.  The theme for thisyear’s
conferenceis“Industry & Government: Working Together.”

To register for the Matchmaking event and to obtain alist of regiona prime/subcontractor
award winners and the latest information on the procurement conference, visit the Web ste at
www.sba.gov/ge/35thprocurement. Registration for the Matchmaking event is on afirst come, first
served basis.

For more information about all of the SBA’'s programs for small businesses, call the SBA
Answer Desk at 1-800-U-ASK SBA or TDD 704-344-6640. Also, visit the SBA's extensive Web

site at www.sha.gov.

You can receive all of the SBA's News Releases via email. To subscribe, visit
http://mww.sha.gov/newsindexheadlinehtml and click on “ Subscribe to SBA News.”
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